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Unit Title: Garage Band Unit

Unit Designers: Jonathan Pollock

Level(s): 8th grade Time Span: 26 days

Content Area:

Career Prep Health/PE M&C Languages
Social Studies English Language Arts Mathematics

Science & Tech Visual & Perf. Arts

Summary of Unit:

This unit is to review with the students how to use looped music, record music live, write music using the
virtual piano keyboard, use physical keyboards and guitars, dynamics of real and software instruments,
panning, cutting and pasting and volume control. The students will learn how to make a podcast, ringtone,
and a song by themselves following a specific music form (ex. ABA, ABACA). They will use music
theory that has been learned from guitar, including chords, I IV V patterns, different keys, rhythmic
patterns including all that has been learned in the past 3 years.

Content Standards/Performance Indicators:
2007 Maine Learning Results: Visual and Performing Arts

A2 – Students apply accumulated knowledge of musical notation, symbols, and terminology to a
music performance.

c. Apply notation symbols for pitch, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, articulation, and
expression.

A3 - Listening and Describing -Students listen to and compare elements of music, including
pitch,rhythm, tempo, dynamics, form, timbre, texture, harmony, style, and compound meter.

E3 – Students set goals related to time management, interpersonal interactions, or skill
development that will lead to success in the arts.

E5 – Students demonstrate positive interpersonal skills and analyze how interpersonal skills
affect participation in the arts.

a. Getting along with others
b. Respecting differences
c. Working as a team/ensemble
d. Managing conflict
e. Accepting/giving/using constructive feedback
f. Accepting responsibility for personal behavior
g. Demonstrating ethical behavior
h. Following established rules/etiquette for observing/listening to art.
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i. Demonstrating safe behavior

The National Standards for Arts Education

3. Improvising melodies, variations, and accompaniments.
4. Composing and arranging music within specified guidelines

Key Pre-Requisites:
(Before beginning this unit, students should know/understand/be able to…)

Knowledge:

 Students will know what Garageband is used for.
 Students will know basic music form
 Students will have basic knowledge of reading music notation

Skills:

 Students will have basic computer skills.
 Students will be able to aurally identify the basic elements of music such as melody,

harmony, tempo, form, dynamics, timbre (characteristic sound of an instrument), and
texture.

Enduring Understandings:

 Knowing the elements of music and being able to aurally recognize each element is
essential to the process of discerning style and genre.

 Using Garageband is a means to record and make music, thus preserving performance for
future use.

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit:

 How can you hear the difference in music style?
 How do you enter music looped or recorded into garage band?
 How do you record live music?
 How do you edit music in garageband?

Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit:

Knowledge:

 Students will gain a better understanding of how to write a song
 They will understand rhythm and melodies and how to combine them
 They will be able to play more complex songs on the piano

Skills:

 They will learn how to use looped music, record music live, write music on the keyboard,
dynamics of each instruments, panning, cutting and pasting and volume control using
Garageband.
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 Be able to combine different genres together

How will students provide evidence of their understandings? (Be specific)

They will create a song that shows all the concepts that I have taught. They will need to
email me their song or put it on a thumb drive and prove that they can loop music, record live
music, create a loop with the piano and guitar, create a loop, use dynamics and volume changes,
cut loops, create form existing loops and pan the separate tracks. They must use a minimum of 8
tracks per section. They will also need to create the song to some kind of movie that they create
or that is created for them using a picture from art class. They must write a song that corresponds
the emotion that is conveyed in the artwork.

Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:

 Teacher led discussions
 Working with a partner or small groups
 Exploring the program on there own

Provisions for Extending Learning:

 The students can write more than one song
 Students who understand garageband can teach other students.

How will technology be used to increase student achievement? (Be specific)

 Garage Band
 Projector
 Computer
 Smartboard
 Alpha converter box

Instructional Resources:

 Garage Band
 http://hotbutteredit.com/software/how-to-use-garageband-a-six-part-video-tutorial/108
 youtube video Dub FX 18/4/2009 ‘Made’
 I tunes or Pandora

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student performance/product.

(Name of Assessment listed here)
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